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MEMORANDUM FOR: Legislative Counsel

ATTENTION
FROM

VIA

SUBJECT

1.
questions

Robert W. Gambino
Director of Security /VA~ JULYﬂG

Associate Deputy Director for Administration

Information Digest

Reference is made to the attached list of eleven
from Congresswoman Bella Abzug in regard to the

newsletter Information Digest. Our records indicate that for
approximately elght months In 1972-1973 this Office was pro- -
vided copies of the newsletter by John R. Norpel, a staff

member of

the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee. This

Office has never subscribed to the newsletter nor provided

any funds

2.
questions

to anyone associated with the newsletter.

Attached as Tab A are specific answers to the eleven
posed in Congresswoman Abzug's letter. Attached as

Tab B is a nemorandum for the record dated 31 December 1975

which was

originally prepared for the Review Staff (with an

information copy to OLC) in connection with a Senate Select

Committee
reéport on

‘request that the Agency provide a comprehensive
all aspects of the Agency's relations with the

Legislative Branch. This memorandum details the relationship
between Mr. Norpel and the Office of Security. As you will

note, Mr,.

Norpel also had fairly extensive dealings with your

Office when he was associated with the Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee.

SEGRET

0S 9 1
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"ANSWERS TO THE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS
IN CONGRESSWOMAN ABZUG'S LETTER

OF 25 JUNE 1976

Question 1

What CIA entities subscribed to Information Digest (also
periodically called Intelligence Report), and during what periods?

Answer

The Office of Security never subscribed to
Information Digest.

Question 2

From what sources other than the publisher did any CIA
entity receive, on a regular or irregular basis, Information
Digest (or any surrogate), and during what periods?

"Answer

During the period from approximately September
1972 until April 1973, the Office of Security
received copies of Information Digest from a staff
member of the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee.
This staff member voluntarily provided these copies
in the belief that the information therein would
be of interest to the Office of Security.

‘Question 3

What monies were paid by CIA entities, and to which addressecs,
for subscriptions or contributions to Information Digest (or any
surrogate or agent thereof)?

Other than the subscription price, is CIA aware of any
other government funds or monies which were used in any way to
support the activities of Information Digest? If so, please
provide a detailed description of such payments.
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Answer

No money was paid by the Office of Security
for or to Information Digest. We are not aware
of any other government funds or monies which
were used in any way to support the activities
of Information Digest.

Question 4

To what divisions within the CIA, and to what regional
offices, was the Information Digest (or any surrogate) distributed
on either a formal or informal basis?

Answer

The Information Digest was maintained within
the Office of Security and was not distributed
to any other components.

Question 5

How was information supplied to CIA entities by the
Information Digest (or any surrogate), or information derived
from Information Digest, utilized? To what entities, both
internal and external to the CIA, was this information dis-
seminated by CIA?

Answer

Material from Information Digest was used as
part of the data base which was accumulated to
assess the threat posed to Agency personnel and
facilities by the dissident activities which
were in vogue at that time. The only known
dissemination of any items from Information
Digest was through their inclusion in the
Situation Information Reports (SIR's) which were
prepared by the Office of Security for internal
Agency consumption. A portion of the SIR's was
a calendar of forthcoming events, and this
portion was regularly given to the Secret Service
but there was no other regular dissemination made.
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Question 6

What is the legal authority, if any, upon which CIA
relied to pay monies to Information Digest? to utilize its

data?

to disseminate to other agencies this material?

Answer

The CIA paid no monies for Information Digest.

The data was only used for reference purposes
and was not of itself the basis for any action
by the Office of Security.

As stated above, the only regular dissemi-

nation outside the Agency was to the Secret
Service and the only type of information
disseminated was that which concerned planned
dissident activities. The Secret Service was
interested in this information in connection
with its mission to protect the President of
the United States.

- Question 7

How is information received from Information Digest
currently stored? Has the data been integrated into active or
inactive files maintained by CIA on particular individuals or

groups?

In what manner or form may the information derived from

Information Digest be retrieved?

Answer

The Office of Security has a one volume
file labeled "Information Digest" which con-
tains all copies of the Information Digest
which have been received. These issues are
dated from 8 September 1972 until 27 April
1973. The names of individuals and groups
mentioned in the newsletter have been heavily
indexed and may be retrieved by a check of
Security indices.

3
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Question 8

What information, if any, did CIA, its entities, or agents,
supply to Information Digest (or any surrogate), or its agents?
Please describe in detail the nature of any such information
given or shared; the legal basis for such exchange; and the
identity of CIA entities which supplied such information.

Answer

None

Question 9

If a formal or informal relationship existed between CIA,
its components, or agents to supply information to Information
Digest or its agents, by whose authority within the CIA was
such relationship initiated and approved? -

Answer

No such relationship existed.

Question 10

Is the CIA aware of any instance in which a governmental
entity supplied information on individuals or organizations to
Information Digest or its agents? Please provide details of
any such arrangements,

Answer

No

Question 11

Does CIA currently subscribe to or receive publications
similar to Information Digest; and if so, for what purposes?

Answer

No
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~John Rees: His Newsletter

ata o

Supplied D

By Paul W, Valentine
Wasbington Post Stali Writer
John H. Rees, a shadowy, British-
* born figure active in antiwar circles
here in the early 1970s, was a police
. informant who swrreptitiously gather-
; ed data for an ¢laborate private intelli-
. gence newsletter he has cireulated to
" local police and the ‘FBI, CIA - and
; Congress,

Thus, through Hees' nw@letter, “In-

' formation Digest,” the names of thou-

« sands of persons associated with the
" antiwar movement went into police

- files and in some cases formed the
basis for specific political dossiers.
The digest still is published today.

. Secrefive and eccentric, Rees, 49,

- used false names and sometimes mas-

. queraded as a Catholic priest. He was

- known variously as John O*Connor,

~John Seeley or just “Father John"”

- among activists in the movement.

© He lived in a commune with his

-wife Lpyise, also known as Sheila

*O’'Connor, and operated a radical

. “book store,” financed by police, near

» Dupont Circle to aitract youthful dis-

' sidents and provide cover for himself,

*  District of Columbia police also in-

-stalled a hugging device at another
* location used by the Rees couple and
.recorded meetings, planning sessions
and- general conversation there- 'in
"weeks just prior to the massive May-
*day demonstrations here in 1971,
- Details of Rees’ uperation were dis-
- closed earlier this month by New York
. State legislative investigators in a re-
'port on the New York state police in-
-Llelligence apparatys and its utilizalion
of Information Digest.

Most details outlined in the report,
‘published by the New York State Gen-
eral Assembly office for legislative
Loversight and analysis, have been in-
dependently corroborated by official
‘and private sources here. Addtional
4. . e
information about Rees’ activities also
has becn collated from these and
other sources. .

Rees also is one of several central
figures in a recent investigalion by
‘the U.S. Attorney’s office here into
‘allegations of jllegal surveillance tae-
tics by the intelligence division of the
.D.C. police department during the
antiwar years. The investigation ended
mceonclusively with no action recom-
mended against those stuspected of in-
volvement.’

Reesg s0ld or gave away his biweekly
.mimeographed newsletier to as ToAny
as 43 recipienis, most of them law
enforeement agencies such as the 10,0}
police and Maryland and New York
“etate police.

tion Digest unsolicited from Rees and
deny supporting it financially. ji

Stalf members of the Senate Tnter-
nal Security subcommitiee and the
now defunct House Internal Security
Committee (HISC) also- received the
newsletter, )

Rees still maintains a link with Con-
gress through his wife who is on the
Staff of Rep. Lawrence P. McDonald,

archconservative and mem-

0 r The FBI and CIA received Informa-

(D-Ga.), an
ber of the national council of the
John Birch Society.

Also on McDonald’s staff is Herbert
Romerstein, a veteran HISC investi-
gator who is one of few persons now
maintaining direct contact with the
furtive Rees.

Rees’ newsletter, ‘which contains
numerous reports on rightwing, anti-

war and leftist organizations, also has .
* been sold to ‘several news organs in-

cluding one “major broadcast net-
work,” according to Romerstein who
would not elaborate, ‘

Activists in Washington's leftist com-
munity who have seen samples of Recs’
newsletter are alarmed at its detailed
descriptions of internal meetings and
its sophisticated analysis of leftist
polities.

They said this suggests that Informa-
tion Digest is not the product of a
single freelance police informant and
his wife but is part of a much iarger
intelligence network involving police
and private individuals.

“It's just the tip of the iceberg,”
said one. veteran movement observer.
“The material in there reflects a so-
phisticated data collection system that
would take a whole bureaucracy to
run”

In some editions of Information

Digest, Rees refers to a “filing/index-
ing service” he maintains. He also
provides for recipients a confidential
telephone number and a Baltimore
post office box number through which
he can he contacted,

Leftist activities contended that this
suggests that he not only gives but
receives information from pulice agenc-
‘les and that Information Digest is
some type nf .central clearing house
for a nationwide intelligence exchange
system. ~

Romeustein denied this, saying the
“radical left is trying to make some-
thing out of nothing.”

He said Rees, a journalist by train-
ing, relies largely on published mat-
erjal— radical newspapers, leaflsis and
sther litersture—and  on exchanging
fuformation with fellow journalists,

n Antiwar Activi

“He may have informarnts in some
of the radical organizations.”” Romer.
stein said, “but they're private. aot
government.”

Romerstein would not discuss how
Information Digest is financed except
to say that Rees “never made anv
money on it.”

Rees apparently provided ihe digesi
ree to some law enforeement agencies.
r{'he CIA acknowledged receiving

! “some (unsolicited) copies,” arcording
i to a letter last Feb. 2 to New Youk
state lepislative investigators.

“We do not know why we were puif
on the mailing list,” the letter said.”
“. .. and can only assume a shotgun
approach was used in disiributing it
to various federal and state agencies,”!

The FBI said it has no record of
receiving the newsletter, hut William
F. Haddad, director of the New York
state legislative oversight office, said
FBI officials told him they received it
on an unsolicitied basis.

Haddad said there is no evidence
that the publication receives federal
financial support.

In the Nov. 19, 1971 edition or {n
formation Digest, Rees made a nlea
for money, noting that it cost $50 in
supplies and postage for each issue,
plus “the ever inereasing nverhcad of
maintaining a filing-indexing <et vice ™

Of the general findings in [a=: &
report, Romersten said: “Some ¢
right and some are wrong, and 'm na
going to say which is which.”

He said, “I'm not going to let Has-
dad clean up his act. I'm sveakine for
Rees now, and he doesn't wan! iladdar
squirming off the hook.”

Rees now lives in almost toiar wr
onymity and refuses to tali wit o
porters.

Last winter. he agreed to
briefly in a molel room hew E
investigators looking into D! DesfToe
intelligence activity, but he ruve ihen.
litlle information. 1le woula oy o .
tell them where he lives. a sonen snis
citing fear that his life couid ne o
dangered.

Rees' wife, now workins as .
searcher in Rep. MeDonald's <o
also refuses to talk to reportorg

Several members and cmplosec: o
the National Lawyers Guitd, o o
time leftist logas assisiance Ordnng
tion mentioned prominentiv o
formation Digest. -said  Louise 1.
worked in the Guild’s Washinutoe o
fice in 1972 and 19%3 while her buwos ;o
was working as » olice infovmio

“She was tervific, vers ot
catled Sheila Y honnell, 5 ta, o e

Fizheo?

P
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officer. “She was kind of an office co-
ordinator . . She put together a
(Guild) membership list complete with
home addresses and phone nunibeis
. . . She maintained and updated our
donors’ tist, things like that.”

In 1971 and 1972, Rees and his wile
lived at 1616 Longfellow St. NW, a
commune with a tloating population in
a quiet cul-de-sac near Carter Barron
Amphitheatre,

Jobn Rees also set up the “Red
House Book Store” at 1247 20th St. NW
near Duvont Circle. The store was
stocked with radical tracts and under-
ground newspapers but few books. D.C.
police tunds were used to pay the rent
for the »ight or nine months the siore
existed.

Sources close to the investigation of
D.C. police intelligence activity say
there is no evidence that the locations
on Longtellow Street or 206th Street
were bugged, But police did install a
listening device at a third loecation
used hy the Rees couple and recorded
numerous conversations there, the
sources said. The sources would not
identilv the loeation.

In one bizarre development, Robert
Merriti, a former FBI informant, fold
The Wuashinglon T-ost that aflter the
lied House Book Stere was set up, thoe
FBI apparently did not know the store
was a 3.0, police front and instructed
him to abtain informatior about it

“I stole mail and same teiephone num-

“tensibly were

bers from that place and gave them fo
my FBI contact,” Merritt said.
Samples of hundreds of pages of
Informatlon Digest examined by The
Post indicate that. Rces and his in-
formants penetrated numerous internal
meetings of both rightwing and left.
wing organizatiblis, gathering pclitical
literature and the names, addresses and
biographical backgrounds of participants.
Also included were repeated analy-

‘ses ‘purporting to show how Communist

and other Marxist cadres were inter-
woven with memnberships of what os-
“peace” and “antiwar”
groups.

The Feb, 19, 1971 issue of Informa-
tion Digest, for example, displays a
massive list of supporters of the Na-
tional Pzace Action Coalition (NPAC),
an umbrella organization which spon-
sored many demonstrations during the
antiwar yesrs.

An analysis of the list, Rees said,
shows *that the ‘“Trotskyist dominated
NPAC has made significant . . . inroads
into the groups and constituencies
usually regarded as the preserve of
the Moscow - controlled Communist
Farty USA.”

At the other end of the political
spectrum, Information Digest contains
detailed notes on such gioups as the
Ku Klux Klan. Minutemen, Aryan
Brotherhood and the DPosse Comitatus.

The March 7. 1875 is<ue of inlorma
tion Digest veported that each “eeniral

oy Zanization” member of the
Socialist Liberation Froni an
cann Nazi Party spinoff on th
Coast, was ordered to oblain:
equipment including 43 autony
tol, J2-;auge sholeun., 208

rifie, Sas wask and bulletpro
The renort did not say what th-
ment was intended {or.

D.C. police officials acknow!
ceiving Information Digest du
antiwar reriod but will nol sav -
Rees was an informant for the
ment. They eite a general 1
not diselosing the names or inf:
Rees’ reie as a salared intoryo
confirmed by The Past throus:
sources.

“We were geting it then {tr
antiwar yeurs)” said insp. ALY
guson, former hiead of 1he depi:
intelligence division, “but we
paying for it We had
employee (paid informant) win
it by . I always assume
his own repoert.”

IFerguson sa;d he ferminat:
tormant in 1973 s the antiv -
ment  cooled and  the oo
stopped receiving inrormation

Insp. Robert Zink,
vence divisinn
eecerpts frem Intornation
have boeen placed in sooeifjet
anliwar Svows < ane indivig

CUTT e -
rhici. wo

b seid he eownd nat be certa
e diviviop ander Lo cane &
HCK S PER SRRV IS IETE SRS AT DR
St opanoe 4 :
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